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NJSLS are Designed to Prepare New Jersey 
Students for the Next Decade

• To be effective thinkers, problem-solvers and communicators in a global 
community; 

• With skills for high-skilled, high-demand jobs; 

• To be successful in credit-bearing courses in college; and 

• To be adaptable to transition into careers that are not yet imagined.

-NJDOE, 2020



Updating the Standards
Diverse Educator Teams Assisted in the Work:

1. Over 100 districts, non-profit organizations, agencies and military 
represented.

2. Teachers, school leaders, higher ed representatives, and liaisons from charter 
and non-public schools from urban, suburban and rural communities 
participated; 88% of participants hold a Master’s degree or higher.



NJSLS NJDOE Adoption Timeline



NJDOE’s Curriculum Implementation Schedule



Consistent Format Across all NJSLS



Comparison of 2014/2020 Versions of NJSLS



Climate Change - An Equity Issue
Children are the least responsible but the most affected.

The poor, the elderly, and children are most at risk from heat-related 
illnesses, incidence of airborne and waterborne illnesses.

Wealthier countries and communities are better equipped to deal 
with weather emergencies and climate-related loss of livelihoods.



Legislative Mandates 
Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88 Every board of education shall incorporate 
the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in 
an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and secondary school 
students. 

Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include 
instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the 
curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. The instruction shall 
further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to fight 
racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.



Continued
LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall 
include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons 
with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an 
appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as 
part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
(N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36)

Chapter 32  (click link for more information)

https://casetext.com/statute/new-jersey-statutes/title-18a-education/chapter-18a35-2-year-course-of-study-in-history/section-18a35-436a-curriculum-to-include-instruction-on-diversity-and-inclusion


Pompton Lakes NJSLS Curriculum Revision Process 
1. Fall 2020: Collaborative Curriculum Steering Teams review the updated standards presented 

by the Director of Curriculum; 
2. Late Fall - Winter:  Collaborative teams work to revise existing curricula based on the updated 

standards using PLC meetings and other district-provided time;
3. Spring 2022: Drafts of updated curriculum are provided to the Director of Curriculum for 

review;
4. Late Spring 2022, early Summer 2022 - Drafts are presented to the Curriculum Committee of 

the PL Board of Education, Superintendent of Schools, and public for review and adoption.  
5. September 2022 - Implementation of approved curriculum (e.g. VPA, Science, Social Studies, 

CHPE, Computer Science & Design Thinking, CRLLKS, & World Languages)

*Due to the ongoing pandemic, the NJDOE extended the implementation deadline to September 2022 for all 
curriculum impacted by their adoption of the NJSLS 2020 standards. 


